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Until February 24, 2022, Ukrainian higher medical education provided
active innovation activity, focused mainly on the educational process and
scientific development. Learning through research, implementing practical
methods and forms in the educational process, and carrying out fundamental
and applied scientific research became the conceptual basis for the innovation
activity.

However, due to the declared state of war, it has become more challenging
to develop the innovation activity. Therefore, N. Onul considers that «the
innovation activity is a reflection of the main changes in trends and patterns
of modern education in Ukraine» [1, p. 145], which, in most cases, depends
on political, economic and social factors.

Despite the difficult times for the country, we believe that education,
particularly medical, will continue to develop. Thus, in this context, it is
crucial to refer to the positive experience of the innovation activity of medical
colleges at U.S. Universities and highlight recommendations for its use within
the Ukrainian theory and practice of medical education by aspects (legal,
organisational, methodical, professional and pedagogical) and levels
(national, regional, institutional).
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At the national level, it is appropriate to improve the following aspects of
the innovation activity:

— legal (modernisation of the legislative framework, which will allow
educational and scientific cooperation of higher medical education institutions
with enterprises concerning the issues of the exchange of experience,
technology transfer and implementation of joint innovation educational and
scientific activity; introducing annual statistical reports that will cover the
state of the innovation activity in institutions of higher medical education in
different Ukrainian regions);

— organisational (promoting the growth of the network of University
clinics by creating an appropriate National program; developing programs and
grants aimed at supporting and financing innovation educational and scientific
activity in institutions of higher medical education);

— methodical (creation of the National web portal dedicated to scientific
innovation activity in institutions of higher medical education);

— professional and pedagogical (the foundation of the Association of Higher
Medical Education Institutions of Ukraine and the All-Ukrainian Association of
Innovation Activity in Medical Education; annual state contest of the best
innovator, innovative group, innovative educational product, innovative scientific
product among Ukrainian higher medical education institutions that train
specialists in the field of knowledge 22 «Health», with financial rewards; the
foundation of a particular National project aimed at developing the creativity of
doctors and all those related to medicine and medical education).

At the regional level, it is necessary to develop innovation activity in many
aspects of Ukrainian institutions of higher medical education. From an
organisational point of view, the experimental implementation of the «triple helix»
model of innovation, which reflects the interaction between university, industry
and government to solve problems in the region with the lowest economic
indicators, is worthwhile. Furthermore, the American experience regarding the
creation of committees in the development of innovation activity in medicine and
medical education is worthy of attention. In the methodological aspect, it is crucial
to develop a regional innovation program, a regional research and information
program on the development of innovation activity in Ukrainian institutions of
higher medical education for individual regions, taking into account their
demographic and epidemiological specifics.

At the institutional level, the innovative potential of creative use of the
American experience in the specified aspects is also determined. In the
organisational part, it is necessary to intensify the deal-makings with other
educational institutions and enterprises to conduct joint scientific research.
For instance, based on the American experience of creating consortia, it is
worth uniting medical colleges of Universities that are engaged in overcoming
global problems of humanity, such as the COVID- 19. We believe that the
creation of departments of medical pedagogy in Ukrainian medical higher
education institutions, with a complex of disciplines related to pedagogical
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science, is also essential. Besides, it is necessary to create separate university
funds with the involvement of charitable organisations, philanthropists and
enterprises, the funds from which will go to the innovation activity of the
institution of higher medical education.

In the professional and pedagogical aspect, any institution needs to
develop effective mechanisms for stimulating researchers, administrators, and
teaching staff and increasing their motivation to develop an innovative
working environment by creating conditions for self-determination and
providing greater autonomy. Worthy of attention is the experience of the USA
in involving students of all courses in research work, including clinical
research, and their comprehensive support.

In the methodological aspect, it is essential to introduce innovative
pedagogical technologies such as «peer-to-peer learning» and «peer
instruction» into the educational process and focus on simulation training
using modern digital technologies.

So, the recommendations dealing with the positive experience of the
innovation activity of medical colleges at U.S. Universities by aspects (legal,
organisational, methodical, professional-pedagogical) and levels (national,
regional, institutional) will be appropriate during the future post-war
improvement of Ukrainian theory and practice of medical education.
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