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THE COURSE OF THE DISEASE IN TUBERCULOSIS PATIENTS WHO RECIEVE METHADONE SUBSTITUTION
THERAPY

Yasinskyi R. M., Cherukuri R.
Zaporizhzhia state medical university

Introduction: There is an increased incidence of tuberculosis (TB) and human immune deficiency virus infection (HIV) in
drug users. According to research in USA and Europe, substitution therapy has increased adherence to etiotropic specific therapy but
there is very little information on the impact of methadone maintenance therapy (MMT) on the outcome of TB treatment. Aim: To
determine the effects of methadone maintenance therapy on the course of chemo drug resistant TB. Materials and methods: We
analyzed 22 case histories of chemo drug resistant TB patients who are drug users. We divided them into two groups.
Group 1 consisted of 10 patients who received MMT. Group 2 consisted of 12 patients without MMT. These groups were compared
based on parameters of age, gender, HIV status and types of resistance. The treatment outcomes were determined by treatment
adherence, mortality, treatment failure, and positive dynamics. The groups were compared using non-parametric statistics (one-tailed
Fisher exact). Results: Mortality was observed in one case in Group 2. Treatment failure was seen in 30% of cases in Group 1 and
17% in Group 2. Positive dynamics was noted in 60% of Group 1 patients and 25% of Group 2 patients. Noncompliance to treatment
was seen in 10% of Group 1 patients and 50% of Group 2 patients (0,05>p<0,1). Conclusion: Administration of MMT has shown to
improve treatment compliance in patients with chemo drug resistant TB.
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