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PROBLEMS OF DIFFERENTIAL DIAGNOSTICS BETWEEN TUBERCULOSIS OF LUNGS AND NONSPECIFIC 
PNEUMONIA 

Yasinskyi R.M., Varahabhatla V., Tekwani V. 
Zaporizhzhia state medical university 

Introduction. The frequency of variation between the primary and the specified diagnoses in the differential diagnosis of 
nonspecific pneumonia (P) and tuberculosis (TB) is 30-40%, and the timing of the diagnosis sometimes exceeds 1-3 months. Aim. To 
demonstrate the difficulty in differentiation between TB and P in cases of lung lesions. Materials and methods. We analyzed 10 cases 
of variation between the primary and the specified diagnoses in the differential diagnosis of P and TB, hospitalized in Zaporizhzhia 
regional antituberculosis dispensary during last 3 years (2014-2017). Results. We divided all cases into 2 groups basing on differential 
diagnostics, where TB was suspected. 1 group included 5 cases, where infiltration and dissemination with destructions were presented 
on X-ray and fibro-bronchoscopy picture was normal. But after further examination more severe clinical changes, absence of 
Mycobacteria, detection of nonspecific flora in the sputum, pro-inflammatory changes in blood and positive radiological dynamics 
allowed us to exclude TB. 2 group included 4 cases with infiltration and dissemination without destructions and bacterial excretion in 
sputum. On further examination more severe clinical changes, detection of nonspecific flora in the sputum, pro-inflammatory changes 
in blood, positive radiological dynamics after broad spectrum antibiotics, but negative results of «Diaskin test», revised, repeated 
sputum examination and allowed us to exclude TB. Conclusion. Difficulties of differential diagnosis arise as a result of 
pathomorphosis of pulmonary diseases, limitations of diagnostic methods and the impossibility of conducting a full-scale examination 
in individual cases. 
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